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cerned for the moment chiefly with inculcating patriotic
principles. Reading and writing will come later.
We asked whether there is any form of conscription in
China. Oh, no, Mr. Liu replied, it wasn't necessary. China
has far more able-bodied soldiers than she can possibly
use. The coolies volunteer everywhere, and they are brave
as a matter of course—they set no value on their lives.
clf you asked me\ Mr. Liu added jokingly, cto take a
rifle and fight, I wouldn't do it, of course!9 He believed
that education tended to make the Chinese unsuitable for
military purposes. The officers who have been trained at
West Point or in England expect their men to wash them-
selves and brush their teeth—and the men don't like it.
Returning to the subject of conscription, Mr. Liu also
told us that the carrying-on of the family is such an im-
portant article of Chinese religious feeling that the eldest
son never becomes a soldier.
(Mr. Liu's remarks may be true of Shen-si Province,
but we have heard elsewhere that compulsory military
service is very strictly enforced. You can only avoid it
by paying for somebody else to go in your place. Thus
the richer members of a village will club together
and subscribe enough to buy its necessary quota of
recruits from the poorer families which badly need the
money.)
This evening we went up to Mooser's room to drink
with a party of Chinese doctors and the Swiss. Somebody
told the story of how another foreign medical expert ar-
rived in Sian, alone: he spoke no Chinese, so on leaving
the station he got into a rickshaw and waited to see what
would happen. The rickshaw-coolie took him straight to
General Staff Headquarters, where he was immediately
arrested and locked in a room for several hours, until an
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